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crack.Even though he's a little past his prime, the 24-year-old London-born, Australia-raised

star, a self-confessed New York Mets fan, will probably help the Red Sox in some way — even
though Yankees fans sometimes have a reputation for being a little under the weather. "He's

very safe — when you're not looking, he'll be poking you in the eye," said third baseman
Kevin Youkilis of Ortiz, who came over from the Red Sox last December in a deal that

brought outfielder Jacoby Ellsbury to the Bronx. "But he's got a ton of energy and he's a fun
guy to be around. You're just in awe of his speed, man." A record-tying seven times, the

previous mark held by Ryne Sandberg of the Cubs, Ortiz has reached base safely in a least
60 consecutive games. He is the first player since 1921 to go back-to-back to doing so. Ortiz
was named the AL's MVP last July after he hit.316 with a league-high 34 home runs and 106
RBIs, and he hit a team-record 43 doubles to complement his.336 average. He missed nearly
three months this season after breaking the index finger on his left hand on a collision with
the outfield wall at Fenway Park on June 9. He replaced Joe Crede at third base, eventually
settling in at shortstop, where he has become an RBI machine. He had seven RBIs in five
games as the AL champion Red Sox beat the St. Louis Cardinals in the World Series. Last

season, the 10th anniversary of the club's only World Series victory, Ortiz was voted the AL's
MVP by the players, and he hit a series-winning homer in Game 6 of the ALCS against the

Angels. With 24 of his 26 homers coming after the All-Star break, Ortiz is on pace
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